DRAFT Minutes of the Town of Cross Plains Plan Commission Meeting
July 13, 2026 @ 7:00 PM

Notice of the meeting was posted on Thursday, July 9th at 4:00 PM on the town website and at the town hall & town garage bulletin boards.

Present Plan Commission Members: Jim Schmitt, Mike Coyle, Tom Rhude, Greg Hyer
Absent Plan Commission Members: Wayne Parrell
Staff in Attendance: Patty Hillebrand
Interested Citizens: None
Call to Order: Tom Rhude called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
Approve Minutes: Motion was made by Mike Coyle and seconded by Jim Schmitt to approve June 08, 2026, minutes as written.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Public Comment: Tom Rhude questioned if our quarries are allowed to run asphalt plants. Greg looked it up and per the ordinance, it’s allowed but needs to be part of the Conditional Use Permit. 
Mike Coyle shared that he is disappointed the Planning Commission and Town Board didn’t protect our farmland regarding the solar plant going in on Pine Hill Road. It is much more disruptive to the land than he thought it would be and doubts the land will be reclaimed as farmland.
Jim Schmitt gave an update on the Town’s Association CUPs subcommittee he is on. 90% of people on the committee want to keep farmland. If it’s not farmland use, it should go to a different category. However, people involved with aggregate mines feel they are being picked on, and it has become quite contentious. PC members feel the aggregate mines will be grandfathered in so it shouldn’t be a problem. We cannot be totally against aggregate mines as a large part of our budget relates to roads.  
Discussion/Action: Zimmerman/Cornish/Esser Rezone Request. 4.7 acres to be rezoned from FP-35 to RR-4 and 39.73 acres rezoned from FP-35 to FP-1. Dan Esser spoke about this at the June meeting. A motion was made by Jim Schmitt and seconded by Mike Coyle to recommend approval of the rezone. All voted in favor; motion passed. This will go to the Town Board on Thursday, July 16th.
Discussion: Draft TCP Comprehensive Plan Update.  A memo sent from Bridgit Van Belleghem to Greg Hyer was discussed.  Per Bridgit the basic edits submitted have been completed. The voluntary conservation area language needs to be added.  She would also like to update the pictures.  Photos could include conservation and agricultural sites to represent the town. Mike has a picture which may work, and Greg will take some pics.  Bridgit will send an updated draft plan.

There being no further items, a motion was made by Jim Schmitt and seconded by Mike Coyle to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm.


Secretary: Next meeting is Monday, August 10, 2026.
