The Town of Cross Plains contains an area, unique geologically, that dramatically features the terminal moraine of the glacial age and the outflow from the melting glacier that defines the Black Earth Creek Valley. See Figure 1.  The area contains the only example of classic Driftless Area topography in any of the Wisconsin Reserve Units –glaciated terrain on one side of moraine and unglaciated Driftless Area on the other.  A 1961 field study by the National Park Service (NPS) referenced field studies beginning in 1958 and indicated eminent geologists were unanimous about the importance and uniqueness of the Cross Plains segment – one of four areas essential to interpreting the Ice Age in Wisconsin.  The Ice Age Trail Complex is a collaborative effort of Dane County, State of Wisconsin,.Dane County and Town of Cross Plains to protect and preserve this area.  
All levels of government have for decades identified the area within and around the complex for protection and acquisition.  
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WiDNR) and National Park Service, in 1964, started protecting this and the other four areas identified in the 1961 NPS report with the passage of the federal National Scientific Reserve Law.  WiDNR, in1998, expanded the Ice Age National Scientific Reserve and Ice Age National Scenic Trail Study Area to 1,578 acres to: 
· strengthen the scientific, educational and recreational opportunities of the highly significant glacial/geologic features.
·  protect the headwaters of Black Earth Creek and compliment water resource management goals of a variety of WI DNR Black Earth Creek Fishery, Stewardship Easement and Watershed Areas, Dane County Resource Protection Area and Park and Open Space Plans.  
· Protect views of glacial features and scenic fields and hillsides and protect overall integrity of the Reserve.
NPS, in the 2013 Final General Management Plan for the Ice Age Complex, identified in Fig. 3 and Fig. 3a has the goal of protecting and interpreting the evolution from the last glacial retreat and providing low impact recreational opportunities.  
Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan (areas in TCP shown in Fig 4) has the goal of acquiring land to fill in gaps between existing publicly-owned lands and protect the scenic quality of the stream corridor and acquisition of conservation easements from ridge top to ridge top between Cross Plains and Mazomanie.  
The Town of Cross Plains Land Use Plan since 1981 has had an objective of preserving productive farmlands in the town for agricultural use, protection of natural environment and preservation of rural character of the town.  
In order to further complement Federal, State and County plans and acquisitions, the Town of Cross Plains adopted created a Voluntary Conservation Area (Fig 4) and Transfer of Development Initiative , in 20??, to incentive further protection of productive farmlands and natural environment preservation.  Fig. 4 and Fig 4a show the overlapping plans, public ownership and conservation easements in the area and the legacy mineral extraction operations which were in place decades (???) before the 1981 Town of Cross Plains land use plan and the plans of other governmental entities.  


